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[The statement below by Dr. David Linder, father of Benjamin Linder, first US volunteer killed by
the contras in Nicaragua, is an excerpt from the following publication: "From Nicaragua: Through
Our Eyes," Austin Peace and Justice Coalition, 1022 W. 6th St., Austin, TX 78703.] "There is no
doubt about the condition of Ben when he was examined by an experienced physician. Speaking
as a pathologist with 30 years experience and having read the medical reports and spoken with the
surgeon who examined his body, Dr. Francico Balladares, I am convinced of the following: "Ben
was killed by a bullet which entered his right temple and exited in the left and posterior aspect
of his head. It blew out portions of his brain. The entry site was marginated by gunpowder burn
marks. On the back of his legs there were penetrating wounds, all of the same size, from a low
velocity projectile. Metallic particles were retrieved from some of the holes. There was a bullet
hole through soft tissue of his left forearm and there were punctate marks on his forehead (cause
unknown). Just what happened can be interpreted in a number of ways. "The examining physician
and I agree that Benjamin was first immobilized by injury to his legs and arm. He was then killed
by a gunshot wound to his head. The powder burns suggest that he was shot at very close range,
possibly two feet or less away. What I am telling you is that they blew his brains out at point-blank
range as he lay wounded. "Two of the Nicaraguan workers were also killed. One of them, Pablo
Rosales, 45, an unarmed civilian worker, was wounded in the initial attack and then finished off by a
deep stab wound to his chest. The other was Sergio Fernandez, about 40, who was killed by a bullet
wound through the ear. "...These murders took place in an isolated ravine a kilometer from any
settlements ...Ben and the other workers had been there long enough for the contras to know who
they were and what they were doing. This was not a chance encounter. This is murder."
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